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I don’t want to cry wolf here—but the
aggregate industry is facing some serious
business challenges. Between the slow down
in the economy and the increased cost of
operating expenses, particularly fuel, it’s going
to take a lot of hard work and some breaks for
many of us to keep the doors open.

Government investment in transportation
infrastructure is a big part of both the problem
and the solution. A recent study titled The
Transportation Challenge—Moving the U.S.
Economy—prepared by Cambridge
Systematics, Inc for the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, concluded that “Long-term
underinvestment in transportation
infrastructure is having a negative effect on
the ability of the United States and its
industries to compete in the global economy.
Every funding and financing option must be
considered in order to address the enormous
problems of the nation’s transportation
infrastructure.” Similar conclusions were
reached in recent reports submitted to
Congress; the National Surface Policy and
Revenue Study Commission report in January;
and the National Surface Transportation
Infrastructure Financing Commission interim
report. The common thread here is that we
are in trouble and it’s going to take leadership
and innovative funding to address future
transportation infrastructure needs. 

On that point, it’s time for new approaches in
how we handle transportation funding in
Wisconsin. Job one is to quit raiding the
segregated transportation fund to backfill the
state’s general fund. Beyond that we need to
recognize that the gas tax, the main revenue
source for the transportation fund, is not likely
to keep pace with future funding needs. As

cars become more fuel efficient, as more
electric hybrids and other non-gas powered
vehicles come into use, as high gas prices
continue to fuel the political volatility of any
gas tax increase—the prospects of keeping
pace with gas tax user fees declines. Future
thinking requires that we seriously consider
various forms of tolling, mechanisms for
collecting revenues based on vehicle-miles-
traveled and any number of options that
capture a fair share from future users of the
transportation system. 

APW needs to be engaged in the debate on
future direction and that leads me to my final
point. I would like to thank those members
who generously responded to the call for
contributions to our political conduit, the
Aggregate Fund, and to encourage others to
send your contributions in today. Political
contributions through our registered conduit
help us work with policy makers from both
sides of the aisle who share our concerns for
the future.
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