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events, and helpful links and  
contacts to other agencies. 
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company link to this site free 
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osborne@hfomadison.com 
or Barb Schwarz at 
Barbara_schwarz@pasiinc.com.
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On the government relations front, our industry continues to face economic, 
legislative and regulatory challenges—and it’s only going to get worse unless we fight 
harder and make our association stronger. To do that, I am asking all of the current 
members to become more active in two ways: (1) Help recruit new associate and 
producer members to the association—you can start by letting your vendors know 
you would appreciate their support and encourage them to become associate 
members of APW. (2) Respond generously to the letter you should have recently 
received requesting a contribution of $200 or more to the Aggregate Fund—so 
that we can build up our political conduit and be more pro-active in the next state 
elections.

Final Note: Make sure you pay close attention to MSHA compliance. Strict 
enforcement and new penalty provisions can seriously impact your operations and 
you need to be diligently prepared for a rigid inspection. For example, it was recently 
brought to my attention that inspectors are making a point of emphasis on hydraulic 
excavators having three-foot railings on the rear deck where engine oil checks are 
conducted. See the MSHA regulations on elevated platforms and walkways or consult 
with Mike Jackley (MSHA Education Policy and Development) at (815) 223-0697.
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DNR Renews WPDES 
General Permits for 
Nonmetallic Mining
On June 30, 2009, the Department of Natural 
Resources reissued a Wisconsin Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) 
General Permit for Nonmetallic Mining 
Operations. The five-year permit covers 
nonmetallic mining and contiguous concrete 
operations and is in effect from July 1, 2009, 
to March 31, 2014. The permit regulates 
water quality discharges associated with 
process wastewater, such as mine-dewatering, 
wash water and dust control. It also contains 
storm water requirements required under 

Ch. NR 216 WI. Administrative Code. There 
are approximately 2,200 nonmetallic mining 
operations covered under the existing permit. 

One of the emerging issues associated with 
the general permit relates to the development 
and implementation of Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) limits. The federal Clean Water 
Act and the National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) dictate the 
state implementation of its WPDES. Federal 
law calls for states to identify and periodically 
update a list of impaired and threatened 
waters—waters that do not meet water quality 
criteria commensurate to its designated use. 
As of 2006, a total of 643 waters (streams, 
stream segments, lakes, beaches) were on the 
impaired waters list in Wisconsin. 
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